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many of matson’s routes have 
exceptional natural beauty and 
the company is cognizant of the 
ocean environment in which it 
operates. matson endeavors to be a 
good environmental steward in the 
communities it serves, and assists in 
the development of technological 
solutions to environmental problems.

since 1993, matson has maintained 
a zero waste discharge policy that 
means no solid waste, other than food 
scraps, is discharged overboard. the 
program was developed with the 
center for marine conservation (now 
known as the ocean conservancy). the 
solid waste is segregated to facilitate 
recycling and placed in a special 

“green container,” which occupies one 
of the cargo slots onboard a vessel. 
the green container is unloaded at 
one of matson’s terminals, and the 
recyclables and trash are sent to 
approved disposal facilities. to date, 
matson remains the only container 
vessel operating company that 
maintains such a program.

in an effort to further protect the 

matson

coastlines of the communities matson 
serves, the company established the 

“matson environmental protection Zone” 
(mepZ) in 2002. the mepZ, which must 
be recognized by all matson vessels, is 
the sea area within 50 miles from the 
nearest land. when a matson vessel is 
within the mepZ, procedures prohibit 
any discharges through the oil water 
separator, even though they are legally 
permitted to do so. the operation of 
incinerators is also prohibited while in 
the mepZ.

when it comes to invasive species 
and ballast water, matson has as a policy 
that 100 percent of the ballast water on 
its ships is exchanged before the vessels 
arrive in port. this ensures the company 
has the cleanest possible ballast 
water and that no invasive species are 
released while a ship is in port. matson 
has actively participated in ballast 
water/invasive species committees in 
california, Hawai’i and washington, as 
well as at a national level.

one of the most significant 
improvements made to the matson 
fleet in recent years has been the 

addition of four newly built, diesel-
powered containerships—an 
investment of over $500 million. 
these new ships are the company’s 
most fuel-efficient vessels and are 
equipped with new technologies 
that reduce air emissions and comply 
with international environmental 
standards. matson’s newest vessel, the 
mv maunalei, has a state-of-the-art 
oil-water separator, equipped with 
gps technology and filters, which 
minimize the oil content to a degree 
that makes the water almost drinkable. 
the company is also moving forward 
with a number of initiatives that involve 
applying new technologies to some 
of its older ships in order to reduce air 
emissions and support matson’s overall 
green objectives and targets.

matson’s commitment to the 
environment also extends to land-
based initiatives. in 2006, matson and 
ssa marine signed a new “green port” 
lease with the port of long Beach, 
setting a new environmental standard 
for terminal leases. as part of the 
new agreement, matson will retrofit 
five vessels in its current fleet to use 
shore side electricity, which is known 
as cold-ironing. in addition, a class of 
older vessels will be retrofitted with 
technology that is similar.

Begun in 2001, the Ka ipu ‘aina 
“container for the land” program 
helps to keep Hawaiian lands clean 
by providing a container for area 
cleanups conducted by 501c3 non-
profit organizations and donating 
$1,000 to the group for their work. 
for the past three years, matson and 
alexander & Baldwin employees have 
participated in annual coastal cleanups 

sponsored by the ocean conservancy. 
in 2005, approximately 170 employees 
participated and collected over 4,500 
pounds of trash. in 2005, matson 
also began working with the Hawai’i 
wildlife fund to sponsor monthly 
beach cleanups on the Big island to 
remove trash, particularly derelict 
fishing nets, from shorelines. once 
removed, the nets are transported to 
Honolulu’s H-power to be recycled to 
generate electricity for the island.

through its innovative environmental 
practices, outreach programs and 
partnerships with various organizations, 
matson continually strives to protect 
the environment of the communities 
it serves. this commitment has been 
recognized with the american Bureau 
of shipping’s sQe certification and 
the u.s. coast guard’s prestigious 
Benkert environmental award. Beyond 
the honors it has received, matson’s 
primary intention for undertaking 
various environmental initiatives is 
to ensure that waters and coastlines 
remain pristine and protected for 
generations to come.
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atson introduced an upgraded bi-
weekly liner service to the eastern 
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) 

and the Republic of the Marshall Islands on 
August 11. With this new service, the company 
shifted its Marshall Islands operations from 
Honolulu to Guam and chartered a 425-foot, 650 
TEU vessel, renamed the MV Islander, which calls 
Ebeye, Kwajalein, Majuro, Kosrae, Pohnpei and 
Chuuk.  The improved frequency of service allows 
these island businesses to diversify their product 
line while concurrently saving inventory costs. 

The shift of Matson’s Marshall Island operations 
from Honolulu to Guam further increases the 
amount of transshipment activity in Guam, 
making it a dynamic hub in the Pacific and 
facilitating the economic growth of the islands. 
As part of this enhanced service, Matson contin-
ues to offer weekly service via connecting carrier 
agreements to Yap, Palau, Saipan, Tinian and Rota 
and the FSM and Marshall Islands are well 

positioned to participate in 
global trade, with Guam as a 
major gateway in the Pacific. 

“With this new service, 
Matson is offering these 
Pacific islands the best 
frequency ever offered in the 
region,” said Dave Hoppes, 
senior vice president, ocean 
services. “By introducing this 
new bi-weekly liner service, 
Matson is further strength-
ening its ocean transporta-
tion infrastructure for Guam 
and the FSM.  Earlier this year, 
the company inaugurated a new Matson-
dedicated service from the West Coast to Guam, 
succeeding its former 10-year operating agree-
ment with APL. Today, Guam is served by 
Matson’s five most modern, fuel-efficient 
containerships, including four new ships built in 
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the past four years. Similarly, on the West Coast, 
Guam and Micronesia cargo move through 
Matson-dedicated operations, focused specifi-
cally on Matson’s customer needs.  All of this 
results in an efficient and reliable service from 
the U.S.”
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atson’s reputation as one of the 
industry’s leading “green” carriers 
has been further strengthened with 

two significant developments.  Matson, along 
with SSAT, a Matson and SSA Marine venture, 
signed a lease amendment to the existing 20- 
year lease with the Port of Long Beach that is 
distinguished by its “green port” components 
designed to significantly reduce air emis-
sions.  The company also received the U.S. 
Coast Guard’s 2006 Rear Admiral William M. 
Benkert Marine Environmental Award for 
Excellence which recognizes outstanding 
work in marine environmental protection that 
goes beyond mere compliance with industrial 
and regulatory standards.  Both of these 
milestones build upon Matson’s growing 
record of achievements related to protecting 
the environment of the communities it serves.

Contributing to a Cleaner Port Environment 

As part of Matson’s “green port” agreement 

with the Port of Long Beach, the port will 
invest $7.3 million to build a dockside 
electrical infrastructure for cold-ironing, 
which allows vessels to be electrically 
powered while in port.  Matson will retrofit 
its five Guam-China vessels for cold-ironing 
or use technology that is at least 90 percent 
as clean as cold-ironing.  In addition, 
Matson’s C9 vessels will be retrofitted with 
technology that is at least 80 percent as clean 
as cold-ironing.  All of this is set to be 
completed by the port’s deadline of 2012.  
According to Ron Forest, senior vice presi-
dent, operations, this “green port” agreement 
comes as part of an effort to improve the air 
quality at Southern California port environ-
ments.  “The Ports of Long Beach and Los 
Angeles are using their leases with terminal 
operators and shipping companies to encour-
age joint efforts to reduce the levels of pollut-
ants that are emitted into the air.  Our ‘green 
port’ agreement with the Port of Long Beach 

is the first time an environmental project has 
been tied to a terminal lease.  We estimate 
that with the use of cold-ironing and similar 
technology, we can reduce nitrogen oxide and 
carbon monoxide reductions of more than a 
half ton of pollutants for every day a ship is 
in port, which, over the course of a year, will 
lead to a single ship’s emissions being 
reduced by approximately 65 tons.  Since it is 
an integral part of Matson’s business to meet 
or exceed environmental regulatory require-
ments, it made perfect sense for us to enter 
into this agreement.”

Receiving Recognition for Environmental 
Stewardship

Matson was the only containership operator 
recognized in the 2006 Benkert Award 
process, which is conducted every two years.  
In order to be considered for this prestigious 
award, a company has to make outstanding 
achievements in marine environmental 
protection.  As Paul Londynsky, vice presi-
dent, SQE, explains, receiving this award is 
an exceptional achievement.  “The evaluation 
process for the Benkert Award is very 
competitive, with rigorous and demanding 

  

Matson’s new 650 TEU MV Islander makes bi-weekly calls to the FSM and Marshall Islands from Guam.
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